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the Churches Contribute
: Future of Europe?

asis of a European Constitution -
ment of Basic Needs and Basic Rights, or:
e European Constitution?1

.' .'..,.t.1 lt/ icki

rr.r iLtrnour of being invited to speak here at
: -: :-.ot often that one can meet men and
-r:.-1:r conntries who are all engaged in the
: . ', 

-- -rr contribution about the contribution
:: E-::ope I will try to explain my thoughts
-: a - still unrealized - European constitu-
:e :-easure of holding a workshop in the
:":. ',',,-omen's synod in Cmunden in july of
s. ::-.i formulate these fundamental princi-
:= :i'.ere rvill recognize a few of the ideas. I
.rl:'. to r-alue the help and support of your

, :-r:'-::e of Europe. I was able to enjoy the
ie:-.-es on several occasions as a member of
i -. -.. .,iitett (Europe fro* beneath) which be-
'. e::'.e:rt, in Boldern near Männedorf with
:'-:--:=-\kademie in Zürich with Max and
r:-1-: in the upper part of Neuchätel with
::.:- :ecommendation I have to thank for my

:-,.:'. ilre normative meaning of a constitu-
: : -- .'\:rlain the question why it is necessary
:l:-1::ee of basic rights, recognising and
: .'. . .: ,:te;ls of all people. To conclude I will

::: r-:'.:'.,rel Conference of the Ecumenical Associa-
, r: i:r:e rrber 5 - 9, 7996 in Scotland. Translation:
i::".,:-:

-.,'. :::: Clturclrcs Contribute to the Future of Europe? 15

- :.. jer, to formulate suggestions for Churches and the" . - .. ..r-urltS - suggestions which could contribute to democrati-
- : a .ii. and strengthening the way that we live together in

: - .: :iir tou-ards living together better in the world, under the
"' . :. r- -.:s created by today's crisis of structure which accompa-

- 
. ::-rzation that is transcending all boundaries and consider-

- - : -S still a project. Th.r. ;...,rrnly a whole list of European
' . . , : s rthich exist and function. There are advising and law

," - :..::-ities of the European Union, the European Commission, the; ' r:-,r. Parliament, the European Court of Justice and there are an
. " . - .. -:::e of European enactments and laws which are already in-

:...:-e. There is however no constitution that is for the people of* r = irlelrlSelves and which would guarantee the fulfilment of basic
- .": :ights and duties.

.^:: \\-ould a constitution accomplish? \zVhat would it need in order
:: :..rthenticated? Why is it necessary to have a guarantee of the

-, ,.r-.ent of basic needs and basic rights?

:::u-rr€ I deal with the individual questions I want to tell a story. It is" . .-. nerv story. It was first told about 2200 years ago in a men's drink-
- - :out called "Symposion", by Socrates who is known to have been
' -=i in the year 399, in our time system, by u cup of poison. He did
- . : rr-ent the story himself but he heard it from Diotima a prophetess
: -:r Mantineia. At this drinking bout the men deliberated about the
-::.1re of Eros. Socrates corrected the mistaken opinions on the subject
.,:i maintained that on the occasion of the birthday of Aphrodite,
leria (need, povery) had mingled with those who were celebrating
.:.C r,vhen Poros (the path finder, the orienteerer) became tired from
::inking and withdrew into the garden, she lay down by him and
:eceived Eros. So Eros was not a god but a "daimon" , a striving, medi-
,:ting force between the human and the superhuman, which itself is
air,vays poor, and not as most believe, fine and beautiful, but rough,

-inattractive, unshod, without habitation, always lying around on the
t1oor, uncovered. It sleeps in doorways and on the streets in the out-
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:.:1i". ..i neediness in accordance with its
i,::e .', r:h its father's nature it follows good
,.,'::.:: :: become h.ise."2

: -- : ,- ,..'ith or-rr subject? It illustrates, by per-
'*: :eria), that is the great human needs
e -:se-: ;ombined with capabilitf , are aimed
:: :-:.:---rrg them) of leading away from the
:-::::.r a --ome$,hat greater form which is
c,-:.e l: can be said that this greater form is
: '.'" :.:i'. makes the wants and needs of indi-
r: .::;srderation and guarantees their fulfil-
: ": s:a:istical definition but in the sense of a
",':'. :-.: fulfilment, not only for the individ-
,::-. ,r: need and way finding - symbolized in

zes a constitution is discernable here. It is a
:a- :':amen-ork for the plurality of people in a
:.:s -s a nation State or a union of States, €.g.
S:a:es, that is the Government, which forms

:e :::.stitution but the citizens of the individ-
ü ::ernselr.es together. It is the citizens for
:.e -:"dir-idual within society is significant,
i::a:,ization and common goals for liaing
,;.i -.':"!ett1 o"f people within this framework, so
:: -.ie are compatible with the needs and
-o::.:::on maintains the things which ought
:e i,, namic of the political process, in the

--:iions, decrees and laws which are aimed
. :'-:,ltrral, economic, transport and other
'. -:-,."' iodging and the day to day misuse of
:', .i',:ai. In other words, in that the constitu-
,:: :': :asic needs and basic rights, it guaran-
-:";--.'rdual above laws, the precedence of

:: :-::.ts. Again the credibility of the consti-

:": .. : : :ranslation by Friedrich Schleiermacher.

What Can the Churches Contribute to the Future of Europe?

:iition lies in actually accomplishing the fulfilment of basic needs and
:.asic rights which it guarantees. This may be in appeal to the constitu-
::onal court, which every Person must be empowered to address so

::rat in the case of injustice - Possibly of legally legitimate injustice -
rl.,€ court intervenes in his favour.

The relationships of basic needs and basic rights mirrors a basic

:ondition of existence which has a normative character, that comprises

.,:.. instructive guideline. The french philosopher Simone Weil, who
:-ed in 7943 in exile in England represented this main condition with
::-e island example3. If there were a person who lived entirely alone in
::^ e universe, this person would have no rights but he would have

.:eds and obligations. To some extent he would be obliged with re-

:::d to himself and his own primary needs. He would not be in the
: - :.:n to be able to fulfil these but nevertheless he would be obliged

,' .'.re efforts out of respect for his Person. "La notion d'abligation
..-, itotion de droit" ("Duty coffies before rights") is Simone Weiis

- . :- -: conclusion which is also valid in regard to the fact that society
- -,:'.posed of variety. Because of the diversity of people basic duty
- ..:: be reciprocal. In other words: rights, in the first place basic rights,

- : r. ,'€ from the fact that the mutual independence of people from each

:,-:: means the mutual recognition of the same humanity in every
- --". . Cual person and with it the same needs for the fulfilment of basic
- ..":s It would be ridiculous to speak of basic rights without this

- -::-ral recognition. On the basis of the universality of this rule people
: -r are not in the position of being able to fulfil their duties because of

::'. srcal, mental or material injury, have a valid claim to the fulfilment
. : ::.eir basic needs and rights. In their individuality they are part of
:: e rr-hole plurality. Not least because of them, that is the weakest, the

: -.:rantee provided by a constitution is necessary so that no one is
..:era11y excluded from equal recognition and also so that those who
: t., e no voice in the public domain are included in the recognition of

=:',ra1 humanity.

77

*****

' In: Simone Weil. Enracinement. Pr6lude ä une d6claration des devoirs envers l'6tre
humain. Callimard 1949.
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.\.Ltin Wicki

a-<.: needs and basic rights exist, how do they
: j :.on- do they compete with each other?

:ai; :hat all areas of existence are fixed by the
::,'Jlre, that, irrespective of origin, time and
i :-. :he physical, mental (i.e. as much intellect
s :.:lngrv for knowledge, perceptive, which
:ea::,, e, artistic ability, feelings and spiritual_
i irrieth€r i.e. the community and political
:. j erample only serves as a theoretiial basis
l- -s alrrar.s born within a context of plurality,
Leeis and basic rights in the opposite order.
>r..-i1 conditions which guarantee the fulfil_
s-.a- and spiritual needs - or make it more
::.er. from being futfilled (to differentiate

.,:;a:v 
:::i' 

and wishes).

r:^::rcal domain?

: r', . talked about people living together in
,:: -s already characterized in this. politics is:: ::: structuring the way people live to_
a: e o: strength of power, often of trading
::-e :or structuring the public frameworkl
::';: :ire public framework and with it the
:,,:.;'.1'.. o.i sction par excellence, namely the
-,,,',-rriiS, only when the public framework is
: -..:::s. It follows from this that politics and
:.. ::pearance of violence always mean the
:. :.--s it means the introduction of violent
:::-^ : ave nothing to do with the aim itself to
-: :^sts and truncheons to weapons, the

::.r :'t,itarv to controlling convictions and
o.-r-ri^on of situations in which regimes of
:n.::: and ended with retaliatory violence
-= -,'. .::. political means, violence brings, by
::. :,::pression of freedom.

' 
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_ . -- r -:ucs in the sense of freedom requires power.Power is to
- - . ,i :s the discursive, democratic way, i.e. the way through

: --i : ::'.anr- being obtained for the Purpose of succeeding in a

- . -, Political decisions which are reached in this way can be

: = :act that a decision is reached by a majority in no way
---:i ::-rat that political decision is just. ]otu', stuart Mill's war-
- - .:.1 L-,e heeded. He said that even if the whole of humanity

= =ingle person were of one opinion and only this person held
. :: . :-:.g opinion, the truth could stilt lie with this one person and

" ' r: -: should by no means be suppressed. From this it follows
" -: .:.ili\-idual person must have the possibility of being able to
" - .: rr.€ opinion of many using political methods and of leading
' -' >:. \'lili warns of a possible "Tyrarmy of the majority", if the

: ' :.,- :ights of the individual or of any minorities were suppressed.
' - -.::onditional respect of this principle could effectively control the

: -: -:-=e of power. Because control and limitation are necessaty, on one
" : - -: .:. a temporal respect in that it must be defined as a time limited
- . -1::e and on the other hand in a formal and material respect in that
. : ::liged to be accountable with regard to the public which has

- :r rt the mandate. Power is the - difficult to administrate - conse-

- -. :r -e of freedom that is its inherent assignment.

.: is not power that is dangerous but the misuse of Power. In order

. :.:"ron on the one hand for every individual and the freedom of the
-'l= jra r,vhich results, on the other hand transparent institutions and a

- -:.sistent"söparation des pouvoirs" (usually and misleadingly called

-err-altentrennung" in German), a division of legislation, executive

,:J judicial responsibility which was already postulated by Charles

:.e;ondat de Motesqieu in his great work "De l'esprit des lois" in1748

- an indisputable institution today too, to the most optimal reduction
:l abuse of power, although this can nevertheless be ruled out because

= Jokn Stuart Mill: On liberty. London 1859. German: Über Frefüeit. Athenäum

Verlag, Frankfurt a. M. 7987.
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-,", :,r.:l peopie have to abuse. The most serious
= : -.ssible today lies in the lack of division of-.:e:ests, in the exploitation of policy for partic_
:':, : ::,1,tntn" of the economiä interests which
::-e :ut the double mandate of politicians in
; = :: iarge enterprises as well as in the parlia_

:::-.:ortant features of this form of poiitics
T,,- siimm arize again: it is a sphere of freedom
e.i.,:s from discussion, argumentation and
.-; erchange of opinions, by including many,:::'" It exists thanks to theirug.."*"nt,by

: - ;hange the decrees which result so that
, i; :hror-rgh which political business can be
:::.:ues however to be alterable by division,
: -,,,"er.

:e -: strtrcturing the public framework and so
', e.:rment of the way people live together
:;'.1. This may be in the form of freedäm of
: j :::-. of publication or freedom of assembly,
ir rrd franchise. This basic need has been
: --:, of people down the centuries. Because of

:::-.ral recognition, politics became a class
e: :: iree, propertied men _ from the polis of,je:: times with gradual corrections being
:i e :er olutions of 1774,12g9,1g4g and 191ä
: : e.l in later modern times discrimination
i r- -: '-irlpropertied men took part in politics,l -:'e rnjustice of excludinf *or.,.., from
::"-. j :or a long time howevei. The massive; .', .::s ga\-e was necessary for most Euro_
-::-::-es to give women the right to vote. In

-:r-c r. rrn a national level for the first time in

-riluhc Crn the Churches Contribute to the Future of Europe?

-...-l rr-rr ä political voice in the structuring of the way
. .:r:-er in society and the basic right that derives from

- : -1:: .rf the basic need for freedom, coincides with the need

' :,- :ar as this means recognition of equal humanity. This
- :- -.-:aneous recognition of dffirences and ttre right to be

- , - :rsonal respect just as in regard to the cultural and politi-
- - -..,,..:r n-hich was postulated and announced in the French

- .r- cr'. onlv affected men of the middle class who demanded
:: rren of the aristocracy and clergy. It did not have any-

.: ',', :h equality amongst human beings. The enormous in-
' :- :esprgsl to political rights which foreigners in European
' - - r -r-. c proves that this equality is poorly delivered today at the
- --: :-,','entieth century. This has consequences for the education

" - :- .-iren, the maintenance of their health and procurement of
"' r'tr'.t and for freedom of movement and settling. In particular

:r i itäs consequences for participation in political structuring of
, :- ::'.d equality outside of the civil rights of nation states. The re-

- : --: of this primary need is then linked to a particular passport.
. -:=lrir-ation and the inequality which results from it reaches a

*'--: ,. -r. the case of asylum seekers and refugees. Respect for equal
" -'-1:.-:\-and care for the individual hardly exists for them, and abso-

- :. :.o consideration is taken of their need for autonomy. This mas-
- : .:- iQUality is a great political scandal in all European democracies.

- :::;tion of this abuse is an urgent requirement for a European con-
: - l,: l-Ofl.

- -.-itical rights should not be privileges. Privilege and the unequal
: '::rbution of rights mustbe excluded from the political arena. Unfor-
--:.;telv it seems an unavoidable fact that society is characterized by

*: equal distribution and injustice, with regard to the material just as

^..:h regard to the immaterial. However this need for justice is one of
::e indisputable and moreover most important basic needs. In the

: -rlrrse of recent developments in society it has been maintained that
:re basic right for justice contradicts the basic right for freedom. It is
ioubtless one of the primary requirements of democracy and one of
:he most urgent issues of our time to minimize growing social injustice
l'ithout endangerirr* political freedom. To introduce justice in educa-

27
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l-.e s,. stem for duties and taxes, in social insur-
--rrr.. .orresponds with the need for equality.
-;se--.' related in so far as not respecting equal-
il :.'-.:ranitv, causes the most serious injustice
i :::-st or hierarchically grounded image of
):.:as experienced where this can lead in the
-:.:::,ues to experience it in new ways.

-::::ri requirements as far as politics is con-
. :e; sions remain correctable. To this end the
:-i::: of contradiction of political abuse of

: : ::,.iitional, indisputable, basic right. With-
:.:-- :.qht there is no democracy and political
r::,::entlv democratic but do not permit this
€ :'.come farcical and are perverted to a re-

>+**)F

::= a--,r-ar-s at the same time relating of other
^ ;:::erent relationships within which his or
:-:: is are defined. I will go on from speaking
::--:-;al context to relationships in a private

e:-. -> the arena of life supporting activity, of
re: : is closely and widely related to culture.
:-:-:-ire in so far as it is free from violence.

:. r:t:1acable opposition.

'e:-:'. -'r-as alwäys clearly separated from the
:--, j,t rr'rth the "household", the "oikos,,, the
.:::1e men had nothing to do with it. The
:. - ::eelom, the realm of women and slaves
- : :h riJren and servants. In short those who
-' '. _r-.e, no right to discussion. Today what
-: -, oikos" is the sphere which belongs to
( :. -- political rights but still very much have

' 
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. - : :erformance - working emigrants, asylum seekers and

- - r:.::lers in general.

,- -.s a1n-a).s been based on the division of labour, that is no
. . -- r: :: modern times. Still, since the eighteenth century, since

- . : -.- march of industrialization, division of labour has been

, - : -i -rio the smallest specializations so that a person's work,
-: I r.-1'rSe1f, has become a production factor like a machine, i.e.

, - , I : .:. a calcualtion to maximize gain, a variable which, accord-
'- 

= ::strlt of the reckoning, is valued more or less or even ex-

: .:: r.i .rf alienation and exploitation of people, of heteronomy yes

, - -r-t.cätion, seems to me to be the most weighty consequence of
.r .- r-- r-rrL€s from an ethical point of view. Its dark flip side which,
. -,;::i from the painful individual stories of people in all coun-

- , - :,1 io the mass unemployment of the thirties, then to the mass

, :.: ::,d the declaration of the worthlessness of human life by the
' :r -::.J in particular anti-semitic ideologies of this century and
. - . ., .ed to tÄe mass killing of millions of PeoPle. The general decla-
' . - , : :i human rights by the United Nations which followed on the

. - lecember 1,948 was suPPosed to outlaw a repeat of such crime
- -. : -- prevent it. Still not one case of human humiliation practised by

. - -..:. or another powerful force has been stopped by an appeal to this

- ".:.eial Declaration". In hundreds of wars and regimes of terror in all
. :-:ents, millions of people have been tortured, tormented and killed

- : :. 1917, children, women and men. And millions more are starving,
- - ::r\- or have died of curable illnesses because there has been a lack of
^'=::.cal care as a result of an unjust distribution of vital provisions.

ToCay too a campaign is being led against people in all continents, it
: r Jt only a military campaignbut it also involves economic resources/

: .s against the claim for the fulfilment of basic needs. The consequence

,, ,". .*.lusion, the material and cultural and psychological impover-

.:iment of - again - millions. Officialdom produces myths and half

:'-tths on mass to cover up the war of the market against humanity or

:: justify it. "Flexible employment" is spoken of, growing profit for

=rarehoiders, falling unemployment. The opposite is actually the case.

The statistics are arbitrarily constructed because for example all those

E
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::', -rremployment benefit, are not included,
:: e Sank of England questioned the Govern_

: --:-.e::iplor.ment. At the same time UNO drer,r.
::.= :"rif betwen rich and poor in Great Britain
r ::e \frican countries. The OECD (Organiza_
- - ;r-operation) warns the USA and Great
e::e::s the growing inequality has on social

, :ei-:.lling of August this year. This warning
*:.:: es rr-ho have prescribed to a single track
::::--sm, rvhich want to lead their political
: :a;:cal reduction of personnel, the social
.c rj-rcation system. The growing number of
=::::ri and deeply humiliated people, with
: --. -i.\', despite the gro*ing profits äf tire big

' :-::-1:rg firms, is the Mene Tekel on the wailI
: i.::essron of the thirties it must be remem_
, -:-e :o be worthless leads. Hannah Arendt
:s -.'. :r a characteristic of a totalitarian power.
::;: a totalitarian regime is no longeiexclu_
,::.a- :egimes but can exist on a transnational
" ::- :: siructres. The socio-economic structural
:e - -- .rnd financial crises of 1972 and which
:e:.::ring of the nineties after a temporary
r€r,-- r br-rt a result of political and economit
,::--.' ',r'rong decisions, which are judged by
e',.-..n'.p1e the Oxford professor Lord Ralplr
-. !:,riessor for Empirical Research, Heidi

: j::-sions need to be corrected urgently _ in:::' :.,anr- fall victim to these decisioni and
:::-:jon to the impoverishment of the less
::- 

"::^.bers of society, the middleclass is in_
: .: ::ain leads to hardening on the political
'"-, . : --: ioreigners and regarding ,ry1r* go.. .,. ..j. ::iltursl needs, the need fir hialthy ind
,': '.. : .,.::ctrtodation, for sufficient medicil care

7'xrhr C.m ttu Churches Contribute to the Euture of Europe? 25

,,.. ,-.r1 tmclerstanding and learning, for education, further
,-. ; " _:ltterü, for an actiae role in the formation of society in

. 
.-:'. ., itimrnri, with respect and recognition, withbeauty and

- _-..,:"-1ic weil insisted again and again), without the fulfilment
. : :.i-i )itnnsn society falls to pieces. Since the Government has

- :: :- .ans at its disposal, on one hand because of a bad distri-
: , : .lring the time of high boom, on the other hand because

- -: ::s one consequence of the neoliberal doctrine of self re-

r. '- :- -: \\-o11d be that first the Central Banks are made responsi-
- : -: -a-ipoverishment of large grouPs of people, i.e. take on the

. :r: :., hich result, that secondly the firm bosses are Personally
: ::.e redundancy of employees as a result of profitmaking

,, --- --,:.ss, in the most extreme case with consequences in criminal
- ,: ::.irdlr'the enormous gains of share holders have social obli-

i' ' : -: -.:ation and job creation schemes and just wages'

' : :,I1 urgent necessity that the wide reaching and catastrophic
- -.: *--.eflCes of the exclusion and impoverishment of alatge part of

: r: ::.le are noticed by the political, economic and cultural and also

- - .. : ::. decision makers. People who liae with social iniustice which is both

-:.;:hing and long lasting forfeit freedom. Political rights and cultural
"- ::,-'.;.tiln can no loiger be taken seriously under circumstances which are

.*. .;.,J .for suraiaal. Whe., such circumstances get out of control, as is

-: -äS€ today, the collective call for an authoritarian leadership and

,::. it the development of a totalitarian regime, as Hannah Arendt

: , -:.:ed out, is ttof fut away. A European constitution that will work
-- -:s: therefore guarantee basic social needs and rights, i-e. the need's,

, . ":ch are basic to existing and living together in society for all people,

,:; the Basic rights which arise from these. A constitution which
.,, ,..uld be supporied by eaeryone and which everyone would be allowed

::, benefit frbm could only be like this so that neither exclusion nor

:..nformity would be feared - a forward-looking constitution.

*****

Maia Wicki
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3:ea .-i basic needs, to those which character-
: ::. i-.-s personal uniqueness, in his individual-
'- r s iirät in the first place it has to do with the
,:,a- ::,iir-iduality and uniqueness, for respect
i 'u jgements and decisions too. A p"rrä.,':
r:,'. .r. er ones own body, which has conse-
-, ::.: rliestions with regard to abortion, steril-
: :::er medical - also genetic- operations, in
::", e:. to the responsibility of the person con-
-...-.
-.:-l-.1..

:; >:,:lls also belong to personal uniqueness,
:.e-: ;er elopment and realization.It seems to
:':- --:. and support of these needs could har-e
:: --: :he community level. When people do
r'. :-.--silr- do it well and so there is a generan
i: :: is is i'v,ithin the bounds of a reciprocal
: ,,.: tther people. Personal, individual basic
"-:. ,,..:":::itships: in the relationship of the indi-
' : e -:l caring for oneself, in loving or even
.j :,--:.:empt, even hate. Ones relationship to
a:. -rr-"s:.ips to those who are part of ones pri-
'e: .-:e partner, in friendships, relationships
::e '"^. a\- conflicts or even enmities are dealt

,c::.r:.ai ler-el where relationships exist is the
::e li-,'ine (the transcendental), needs for a

r*: ::.s',\-er to the question of meaning, the
e:: -: S from something which surpasses the
. :::::alitr- and nullity of human existence,
:: ,-: -:rqr.restionable safety amongst the irre-
::--:-. I assume that faith means the fulfilment
e: --:= l:.e guarantee of freedom of expressing
---:. :e-crgs to the European constitution as
u - -;-: riiean that if these needs are not being
:-" ::.= -= sufficient reason for having asylum
.::. ::.e need for religiousness and free prac-

, - ,., r)r, Chrrrches Co,

- :- :^.'-lst not - ever - be confused with religious force. This
: : -.ntradict the need for respecting the individual, differ-
- ..- c end freedom.

-': --.ir-'rl for transcendence there is a further basic need of
---: :.rr instance the need for privacy, fot self chosen and

- . I : rt-rrrrrs of sexual practise (on the understanding that there

::.- --al agreement), of emotion, of aesthetics and intellect.In
--,',- -::ion of all sorts of created talents and capabilities.
- : : ie ther form what could be called the cultural priaatebasic

- --:-.anbeing.

'- -,-r = their fulfilment? How can they be guaranteed politi-
^:'r -;\-ords: how do these personal, private basic needs

, - :.:hts?

. -: :r- lrgh investigations which Prove that even children be-
- ::.r.:eningly ill when they lack what they need as far as care,

-' ..: -:ation and stimulation go, basically when their personal,

- - : -::e not met. These needs are exPressed in the basic right
:. . . i -- :he person, in the basic right of worth, then in the right

: ..:,d further education. The right to sleep and relaxing or
r--., -"i-,' are not found in any declaration of basic rights or in
- - :. - :" but the most basic needs lie behind them and there are

-: - -^:uces if they are not fulfilled. How can the enormous
- . -.ence in metropolitan areas, be otherwise explained,
. : ::-lrenced by constant stress and the lack of beauty, in the

.--.: ,:r'rtres or slums for example, and in the ugly deprived
. - -. .:r'rmigrant areas of large towns. Culture is not an addi-

- : .: -s not the butter on the bread but the bread itself. Culture
: -:.i and saves noone as Sartre once said, but it is the mir-
-.- ',', e see ourselves. "We" means "all of us", society in its

- -: ::erdependence, not only in the circles and areas where it
"- : -.rok around but also in prisons, slums, the dirty, noisy

: :..e outlying districts of immigrants, in football stadiums
- ::.-rds of the young people who fill them have no training
- : . :egular job, no future, with the drug addicts and alco-
- ::: human trade in the red light districts of our towns and
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rrrrL_- r sro\\-s the face of our culture. The fulfii_
jc;s :t1lr,st therefore be guaranteed by constitu_

. ,,..;;.f rur,,-,g that r woutd formulate
re C::rrches could make a contribution to the
nr -rustitution. Allow me to try and do this.
:: ::.e Churches can simultaneously be sup_
,- :::'-..ti-rres and transnational links, and that
::.i-.:fr.rl normative function for millions of
: -: = :hances to contribut e effectiaely to abettert:llir in the future. I think that the Churches
; -.',--,;; -gs of an unconditional fulfilment of the'.:j-:al 

F)erson, of all people, independent of
i :-- .r ruhether they are religious it ull,solely
:::.a:.::\'. This would mean that they develop-.'":ri= the individual or state whith abusÄ
i: ::.c,, resign their particularist, dogmatic or
lcrt^i\', claim to a unique truth in favour of
-. - ,-:.:itions for all people. In practical terms
j' '.", ::rid fight for a right for asylum and for
:-s. a-.,.-areness of the scandal oi the inequal_
:-- ::.e fr.rlfilment o-f basic rights. That in.y

rr. --,r -:'irrrigrants to be taughtln their mother
:::.'- religion, Islam or Buddhism or what_
: : --, ::.e individual alone to define their cul_
:,-: :iemseh,es and their children, to change
:='.s :lis rr-ould mean that people who .oÄu
;:::. r.,'rth serious reasons do not fall out of:: ::.1: Churches set an example and realize
: ::: :rea of influence what tiey want to see
:--::- ler-el, throughout all .o.,tir,".,ts and
:: --:..::ps, the political and social, the reli_
rr::'::: rr-ith the need for fulfilment of the
' 

..'" .: :larLned and defended by every one

: -.;'. :;:e Churches Contribute to the Future of Europe? 29

:- :: e hall as negotiable and legalty recoverable, political,
.. - : -- r'.i1 basic rights.

- - . -- :.. a binding goal in the European constitution after all?


